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Web Continuity Project rationale

• Fragility of the web
• Raised by parliament; 

concerns among 
researchers

• Widespread use of web; 
Prevalence of e-only 
publications

• Ephemeral vs. Official 
record

• Web-centric solution



Comprehensively archiving government’s 
websites
• In partnership with the 

European Archive
• Whole of UK central 

government
• Incorporating 

Transformational 
Government Website 
Rationalisation Programme

• 3 x yearly; around 1500 
sites

• Website managers can 
request additional crawls



Making sure web links work in perpetuity

• Configuration redirection 
behaviour required on 
government web servers

• Open source solutions 
available for Apache and 
Microsoft IIS Web Servers

• Enables users to be 
redirected to web archive 
instead of receiving a 404 
Page Not Found error; does 
not replace existing redirects 
on live websites



The Ministry of Justice Website (using 
Apache)



The Cabinet Office Website (bespoke 
approach with bridging page)



The National Archives – bespoke solution with 
bridging page and pre-check of Web Archive



Improved presentation in Web Archive



Web archiving workflow



Long-term preservation of web archives

Passive preservation:

Managed storage of data 
files

Regular backups

Active preservation:

Ingest

Validation

Characterisation

Migration (repeatable)

2-stage process:



The National Archives’ Digital Repository

Workflows

Automated

Relationships



Decisions

• Metadata –
• minimum elements
• fit with WARC

• Level of cataloguing 

• Legacy data/ ARC files



Ingest - metadata
Based on Digital Repository Metadata Editor



Characterisation

Quarantine follows ingest

Identify and validate: 
PRONOM, DROID, Jhove 

Risk assessment



PRONOM and DROID



Migration

Oracle 
‘Outside In’

PDF

HTML

Manual

Plug in



Storage

Preservation data at 
TNA

Presentation by 
European Archive.



Work in progess…

Metadata

Legacy web archive data
1996-present (ARC)

UDFR

Risk
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