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Football Clichés 

• Clichés have been a longstanding part of football

• In recent years linguistics of football has become an area 

of interest for academic study

• It is also the subject of some popular books

• Increase in media time to discuss football has led to an 

increase in the use of clichés in commentary

• This increase in use has also led to a dislike for this type 

of commentary and resulted in lots of most annoying 

phrases lists online through mainstream media and online 

forums
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Data Collection

• Reviewed the lists on the first page of a Google search

• Conducted a survey from my social media accounts

Men’s phrases 

reviewed

Women’s phrases 

reviewed

Total number 

343 123 466
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Most annoying phrases in football

Men’s Phrases Number of 
appearances 

Women’s 
Phrases

Number of 
appearances 

Variants of 

comparing to players 

like Messi, Ronaldo 
etc.*

5 Boring 5

110 per cent 4 Lesbians 4

He’s hit it too well 4 Slow 4

It's a game of two 
halves

4 Ladies football 4

It could be a cricket 
score

4 Women’s football 4

* For the purpose of this review only a comparison to Ronaldo was used as he spent some of his career in the English Premier League and is more popular than Messi on the archived web: 

https://www.webarchive.org.uk/shine/graph?query=%22Cristiano+Ronaldo%22%2C+%22Lionel+Messi%22&year_start=1996&year_end=2013&action=update

https://www.webarchive.org.uk/shine/graph?query=%22Cristiano+Ronaldo%22%2C+%22Lionel+Messi%22&year_start=1996&year_end=2013&action=update
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Women’s experience in football

“virtually replicates their more 

general experience – that they have 

been treated as not only different to 

men but also inferior in many 

respects”

Ann Bourke, Women’s Football in the Republic of Ireland, p. 163 (2003)
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Most annoying phrases in football

Men’s Phrases Number of 
appearances 

Women’s 
Phrases

Number of 
appearances 

Variants of 

comparing to players 

like Messi, Ronaldo 
etc.*

5 Boring 5

110 per cent 4 Lesbians 4

He’s hit it too well 4 Slow 4

It's a game of two 
halves

4 Ladies football 4

It could be a cricket 
score

4 Women’s football 4

* For the purpose of this review only a comparison to Ronaldo was used as he spent some of his career in the English Premier League and is more popular than Messi on the archived web: 

https://www.webarchive.org.uk/shine/graph?query=%22Cristiano+Ronaldo%22%2C+%22Lionel+Messi%22&year_start=1996&year_end=2013&action=update

https://www.webarchive.org.uk/shine/graph?query=%22Cristiano+Ronaldo%22%2C+%22Lionel+Messi%22&year_start=1996&year_end=2013&action=update
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Shine
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JISC UK Web Domain Dataset (1996-2013)

.uk resources archived by the Internet Archive 1996 to April 2013

Number of resources per year in the Shine data set https://britishlibrary.typepad.co.uk/webarchive/2016/02/updating-our-historical-search-service.html

https://britishlibrary.typepad.co.uk/webarchive/2016/02/updating-our-historical-search-service.html
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“Football”, “Soccer”

https://www.webarchive.org.uk/shine/graph?query=%22Football%22%2C+%22Soccer%22&year_start=1996&year_end=2013&action=update

https://www.webarchive.org.uk/shine/graph?query=%22Football%22%2C+%22Soccer%22&year_start=1996&year_end=2013&action=update
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"Soccer", "Football" NOT "Gaelic Football" 

NOT "Rugby Football" NOT "American 

Football" NOT "Aussie Rules Football"
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A and B side by side

A = 15,843,947

B = 15,048,344

2010 Total = 226,639,215
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"women's football", "ladies football",           

"girls football", "boys football", "men's football"

https://www.webarchive.org.uk/shine/graph?query=%22women%27s+football%22%2C+%22ladies+football%22%2C+%22girls+football%22%2C+%2

2boys+football%22%2C+%22men%27s+football%22&year_start=1996&year_end=2013&action=update

https://www.webarchive.org.uk/shine/graph?query=%22women%27s+football%22%2C+%22ladies+football%22%2C+%22girls+football%22%2C+%22boys+football%22%2C+%22men%27s+football%22&year_start=1996&year_end=2013&action=update
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What are the most annoying football 

phrases on the UK archived web space? 

"A game of two halves" AND "Football"

https://www.webarchive.org.uk/shine/graph?query=%22The+next+Cristiano+Ronaldo%22+AND+%22Football%22%2C+%22110+per+cent%22+AN

D+%22Football%22%2C+%22Hit+it+too+well%22+AND+%22Football%22+NOT+%22Golf%22%2C+%22A+game+of+two+halves%22+AND+%22F

ootball%22%2C+%22Could+have+been+a+cricket+score%22+AND+%22Football%22&year_start=1996&year_end=2013&action=update   
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What are the most annoying football 

phrases on the UK archived web space? 

"women's football"

https://www.webarchive.org.uk/shine/graph?query=%22women%27s+football%22%2C+%22Ladies+Football%22%2C+%22Slow%22+AND+%22Women

%E2%80%99s+Football%22+AND+%22Ladies+Football%22%2C+%22Lesbian%22+AND+%22Women%E2%80%99s+Football%22+AND+%22Ladies+F

ootball%22%2C+%22Boring%22+AND+%22Women%E2%80%99s+Football%22+AND+%22Ladies+Football%22&year_start=1996&year_end=2013&acti

on=update 
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What are the most annoying football 

phrases on the UK archived web space? 

“A game of two halves”

“Women’s football”
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Main Issues 

• Duplication

• A single host that spikes results

• Some phrases either too generic or too unique

• Football is a designated tab on many websites which can 

skew relevant results returned if the phrase is used 

outside of football.
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However ….

• This dataset can still give us a general overview of how 

popular certain terms are over this period in time.

• As long as the search parameters are clearly outlined 

then the results to a search query should be seen as 

valid. 
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webarchive.org.uk

webarchive.org.uk/blog

webarchive.org.uk/videos

webarchive.org.uk/shine

data.webarchive.org.uk/opendata

Useful Links ….

web-archivist@bl.uk
@UKWebArchive

helena.byrne@bl.uk
@HBee2015


