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What can we learn?
• We can see two things in the story of the 

Enchanted Forest 

• First – we can explore how children connected 
with each other and articulated a vision of 
community that’s alternative to the wide-open 
Web (primarily 1996 - 1999) 

• Second – we can get a scale of the data in the 
age of web historiography.



• Late 1997: ~ 200,000 homesteaders between 3 and 15;

• Enchanted Forest: 740,096 URLs, with 170,659,422 words



Living Life Online: 
Childhood History in the 

Web Age







The web was not just made by 
dot.com companies, but that “eleven-

year-old boys and grandmothers 
are also busy putting up Web sites. 
Of course, the quality of these sites 

varies greatly, but low-cost and 
even free home page services are a 
growing part of the on-line world.”  
- New York Times, March 17th 1997



The historiography of 
childhood and youth 



What was 
GeoCities and 
what was the 

EnchantedForest?





GEOCITIES USERS:

OCT. 1995: 10,000 USERS

AUG. 1996: 100,000 USERS

OCT. 1997: 1,000,000 USERS



Neighbourhoods 
(1994-1999)



Topic-based 
clustering



Makeup
Survey of 432 websites: 
20.8% built by adults; 

15.9% clearly by children/
youth; 

The rest we weren’t 
comfortable determining. 



Community Leader
Welcome to the 
EnchantedForest, home of the 
littlest GeoCitizens and some 
of the best homepages. This is 
a neighborhood for pages by 
kids, for kids - from animals to 
zephyrs, the Forest has 
everything that a young mind 
could need. This 
neighborhood is safe for 
anyone to wander through, 
and it's safe because of the 
dedicated Community 
Leaders who so generously 
volunteer their time to 
keeping it safe.



Technical 
dimensions



Using Warcbase: 
Filter-Analyze-Aggregate-

Visualize Cycle







From exploring these sites we 
can begin to find the sites that 

form the core of our story.





Criteria for an award
• Links: Links had to work and 

be age-appropriate (“Kidsafe”);
• Graphics: Graphics had to be 

working and could not just be 
linked from other servers;

• Loading time: Pages had to 
load in under a minute;

• Navigation: Sites had to be 
easy to navigate – suggested 
code was provided to make a 
drop-down menu at the bottom 
of your site;

• Frames: If a site had frames, it 
had to have a non-framed 
version for older browsers;

• Content: It had to “offer a 
person looking at your site 
more than just one thing to 
see”;

• Personal Info: Your site 
couldn’t contain personal 
information, such as last 
names, dates of birth, and 
address;

• Layout: The site needed to be 
“attractive and organized.”



The Connective Tissue 
of the Enchanted Forest



Finding pages of 
individual children



One well-connected 
example

Hi! My name is Brandon. I am 10 years old. As you 
can tell from the music, I am a big fan of Star Wars. 
My hobbies include baseball (I hate that my season 
is over), football, watching nascar races (my 
favorite driver is Ernie Ervin), riding my bike, and 
playing my games. My favorite game on Virtual 
Boy is Mario Tennis, Sonic and Knuckles on Sega 
Genesis, Willy Beamish on Sega CD, Teenage 
Mutant turtles on Super Ninetendo [sic], and Star 
wars on 32x. When I grow up, I want to be a 
baseball player. We live in S.C. I would like to hear 
from you! 



Another



Suddenly we have access to the 
voices of thousands we never before 
would have had in our archives, and 

a method to find them.



But also 
dubious 
ones…

• One of the most central pages 
was the GeoKidz club - tenth 
highest PageRank in 
GeoCities



The GeoKidz Club
Poetry, book reviews, chat rooms, games, book reviews, 

HTML lessons.



The catch…



– Moira Scollay, Federal Privacy Commissioner of Australia, 1998

“Part of [the survey] might ask them does 
daddy play golf, how many clubs does he have, 
do you have a cat or dog, how many rooms in 
your house, do you have a car, does mummy 
and daddy drive, and how many cars do they 

have.” 



This is going to turn 
out well…





Changed the 
dynamics.



All Good Things Must 
End…







Conclusions



A preliminary 
history of the 
Enchanted 

Forest



How we can 
work with 

these sources.



All of this matters. 



Thanks very much!
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