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Introduction and objectives

Project funded by the IIPC
Current selection process is largely manual by a 
small number of experts

Expensive & time consuming
Cannot respond to sudden events quickly
Subjective
Does not scale up

Explore automatic selection
Exploit the wisdom of the crowd
Social setting: Twitter
Use popularity of websites as selection criteria
Compliment manual selection



Deliverables
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A prototype application for capturing and analysis of 
URLs contained in tweets.

which websites are shared most frequently 
around a given theme over a given time period

Integration with existing web archiving infrastructure 
to harvest selected websites from the UK
One pilot collection based on selection by 
Twittervane
Vetting and assessment by curators



General Approach
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Use the Twitter Streaming API to capture tweets
best API for capturing tweets filtered by terms over  
extended period of time

Only a single connection with Twitter is allowed at a time 
Matches returned for all collection search terms 
Tweets have to be re-matched to the collections  
post-capture
URLs are then extracted and expanded

No attempt to capture backdated tweets through the 
search API at this stage
Reports on URL/Domain by number of occurrences or by 
popularity (re-tweets
Top URLs from TwitterVane xml output retrieved and 
automatically entered into our ‘Online Selection Tool’
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Top URLs
Top Domains
Top URL by 
Retweet
Failed Analysis
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Lessons learnt & thoughts
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When possible it is better to search on a hash tag 
related to an event and to avoid using common 
terms
Top URLs shared on Twitter seem to point to many  
of online news sites
Time consuming to “select the selection”?
Use as a selection tool for focused crawls?
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