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UK Web Archive Overview  

Three Collections:  

 

- Open Archive (since 2004) 

 

- Legal Deposit Archive (since 2013) 

 

- JISC Historical Archive (1996-2013) 
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Size of the UK Web Archive  

WOW! 
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We collect UK websites only 

• UK TLD (.uk, .scot, .cymru etc) 

 

• UK hosting: geo-IP look up     

 to locate server 

 

• Manual checks 

 

–Postal address 

–Correspondence 

–Professional judgement  
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We only collect published content 

Out of Scope:  

 
• Film and recorded sound 

where AV content 

predominates, e.g. 

YouTube. 

• Private intranets and 

emails. 

• Social networking sites 

only available to restricted 

groups. 
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Web archiving is expensive 

• Annual domain crawls 

 

• 500MB cap per domain 

 

• Selected frequent crawls 
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There are (many) technical limitations 

•Database driven sites 

 

•Programming Scripts 

 

•Plug-Ins  

 

•Proprietary file formats 

 

•Blockers  

–Robots.txt 

–Access denied 
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There are misrepresentations 
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Curatorial input 

 

•c. 200 curators 

 

•Across subject 

areas 

 

•Ensures curation 

of “important stuff” 

 

•Aids discovery   
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• Collection Scoping Document 
 

• Captures scope, motivation,  

parameters & timeframe of 

collection 
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We will expose collection metadata 
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Information gathered during the 

crawling process 
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What do we know about what 

researchers want to know? 
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Questions? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

nicola.bingham@bl.uk 

@NicolaJBingham 

 

www.webarchive.org.uk 

@UKWebArchive 

mailto:nicola.bingham@bl.uk
http://www.webarchive.org.uk/

